Evaluation of HBsAg detection methods from AABB-CAP survey data.
The results obtained by referees and participants on nine HBsAg survey panels are reviewed. Comparison of the two methods used by the majority of participants, counterelectrophoresis (CEP) and radioimmunoassay (RIA), shows that the latter consistently identifies a larger number of the positive samples. The RIA results show some problems with specificity, but these were reduced during the two-year period. The performance of the participants using CEP improved during the two-year period. The Survey documents the change in popularity of the methods.